Stepparent desires
to adopt child

l

Stepparent married
to or registered
domestic partners
with parent?

|
No

v

Use “Second
Parent” adoption
(see attorney)

Yes, both.

v

Obtain informal
consent from child

Adapted from How to Do Your Own Adoption

—Yes —»

?

Yes

Is the child

over 12?2 —No —»

\4

(Nolo Press). See that book and CD-ROM
for details and sample forms.

Will absent parent
consent to the ado

No

v

Is absent parent
male?

Use “Uncontested
_ Yes —p | Adoption”
ption? (Nolo Ch. 4)
v Is any one of the following true?
— Yes —»

l No

Within the past year, has the
absent parent both

Supported the child

and

Communicated with the
child?

No, neither.

v v

A

One, but not
the other.

Cannot adopt child
without absent
parent’s consent.

Use the “Willful Failure”
procedure.(Nolo, Ch. 5)

Use the “Abandonment
procedure. (Nolo Ch. 6)

”

e Parents signed a Voluntary Declaration of Paternity
o Parents were married (even if invalid) at time of birth
e Parents had been married, but divorced or legally
separated less than 300 days before birth
e Parents married (or attempted to marry) after birth,
and either of the following is true:
= Man consented to be named on birth certificate
= Man obligated by promise or court order to
pay support
¢ Man receives child in home and holds out as his own
e Child born and lives outside US and man signed
declaration that child is his, under penalty of perjury.

Yes, at least
one is true.

!

No, none
are true.

Absent parent is a
“presumed” or v
legal father. Move
on to next step.

Absent parent is an “alleged
father.” Use “Termination of

Alleged Parental Rights”
Y procedure. (Nolo Ch. 7)




