
 Documentary Transfer Tax 

A documentary transfer tax is required for any 

recorded document reflecting the sale of real 

property. Payment must be made when the 

document is recorded.  

In Sacramento the tax is $0.55 per $500 of property 

value, less any loans assumed by the buyer. There 

are a number of exemptions to this tax, including 

exemptions for gifts, transfers into trusts, transfer 

upon dissolution of marriage, and others. 

See Sacramento County Clerk Recorder’s Office, 

“FAQ,” bit.ly/1gS8XVK, for more information on the 

documentary transfer tax in Sacramento. See 

“Information Sheet: Transfer Tax Exemptions under 

Revenue & Taxation Code,” bit.ly/1K3cBrC, for a list 

of exemptions. 

Reassessment for Property Tax 
(Prop. 13 Adjustment) 

Under Prop. 13, property taxes are based on the 

market value of the property when it was last 

transferred. When a change in ownership occurs, 

county assessor reassesses the property, which 

usually raises the property taxes.  

Some changes in ownership are excluded from 

reassessment, including transfers between parents 

and children, between spouses or domestic 

partners, into trusts, and the deaths of some co-

tenants. You may need to file a claim of exclusion 

with the county assessor to qualify.  

See Sacramento County Assessor’s Office, “Change 

in Ownership Reassessment Exclusions,” 

bit.ly/1mS0KC8 for more information, and 

bit.ly/1mS0YJn for “Exclusion Claim Forms.” 

Recorded 
Documents 

How can the Sacramento County 
Public Law Library help me? 

 

The Sacramento County Public Law Library offers 

free public access to a substantial collection of do-

it-yourself legal books, as well as more in-depth 

practice guides, form books, primary material, and 

legal research databases, all designed to assist our 

patrons in their legal transactions and court affairs. 

 

A team of highly-skilled reference librarians can 

recommend and refer you to the particular legal 

resources that will help you find answers to your 

law-related questions. 

 

Lawyers in the Library 

 

Our Lawyers in the Library Program, held every 

Monday night, offers free 20-minute consultations 

with a volunteer attorney on any topic.  Arrive at 

the reference desk at 5:15 p.m. to participate in a 

random lottery for an appointment between 5:30 

p.m. and 7:30 p.m. A bilingual Spanish-speaking 

attorney is available every first and third Monday 

of the month.   

A free informational guide courtesy of the  
Sacramento County Public Law Library and 

Civil Self-Help Center. 
  

This pamphlet is intended for general 
educational use only, and is not intended 
as legal advice or as a substitute for your 

own legal research or consultation  
with an attorney. 

 
Sacramento County Public Law Library 

609 9
th

 Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

www.saclaw.org  
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Recordable Documents  

and Title Reports  
The most commonly recorded documents are deeds, 

deeds of trust (mortgage) documents, and liens. There 

are many other recordable documents, but not all 

documents can be recorded—they must affect 

ownership of land and be authorized by law. They 

must also follow specific format and content 

requirements (see Sacramento County Clerk Recorder, 

“Rules for Recorded Documents,” bit.ly/PqU2a2). 

Visit the Law Library or our website for common forms. 

For less common forms, consult a book such as  

Recorders' Document Reference and Indexing 

Manual, with samples of hundreds of recordable 

documents, or Cal. Real Property Practice Forms 

Manual (CEB), with language for unusual situations,  

such as termination of a long-term lease, or unusual 

types of property, such as mineral rights.  

Other forms you may need: 

Preliminary Change of Ownership Report 

All documents transferring ownership (whether by 

sale, gift, or other transaction) must be accompanied 

by a Preliminary Change of Ownership Report. In 

Sacramento, pick this up at the Recorder’s office or 

download it from assessor.saccounty.net.   

Death of a Property Owner 

When a property owner dies, you are required to file a 

“Change in Ownership Statement: Death of Real 

Property Owner” with the county assessor. In 

Sacramento, pick this up at the Assessor’s office or 

download it from assessor.saccounty.net.   

Other forms 

You may need other forms depending on your 

situation. If in doubt, consult a lawyer. 

Whenever the title (ownership) of real property 

changes (e.g., the land is sold, liened, or mortgaged), 

corresponding documents must be recorded with the 

county recorder. The documents become the official 

public record of ownership of the land.  

Prospective buyers and lenders run title searches to 

verify ownership and locate any “clouds on the title” 

such as mortgages, liens, or easements.  Typically, 

they hire a professional title company to search. The 

company provides a “title report” and can also issue 

insurance covering any undiscovered problems. 

An index of Sacramento county records since 1850 

can be searched online at erosi.saccounty.net. The 

documents themselves cannot be viewed online. 

They can be viewed in person or ordered from the 

Recorder's Office.     

To learn more about recordable documents and title 

reports, consult the following books or websites: 

 Deeds for California Real Estate (Nolo Press) 

 How to Probate an Estate in California (Nolo 

Press) – Chapter 8 covers transferring title to real 

estate 

 California Title Insurance Practice (CEB)  

 California Land Title Association: Consumer 

Library: bit.ly/S2hUTq 

Free Forms at www.saclaw.org 
 
The Sacramento County Public Law  
Library has prepared fillable versions  
of common forms for your use,  
including online “Wizards” to help  
you fill them out.  Most also have samples and 
instructions.  
 
Transferring Property (Sales, Gifts, Divorce) 

 Grant Deed 

 Quitclaim Deed 
 
Promissory Notes and Mortgages 

 Promissory Note and Deed of Trust 

 Full Reconveyance 

 Substitution of Trustee 

 Substitution of Trustee and  Full 
Reconveyance 

 
Homestead Declarations 

 Homestead Declaration 

 Homestead Declaration – Spouses 

 Abandonment of Declared Homestead 
 

Transfers After Death Without Probate 

 Affidavit: Surviving Spouse/Domestic Partner 

 Affidavit: Death of Joint Tenant 

 Affidavit: Death of Trustee 
 
Mechanics’ Liens 

 California Preliminary (20-Day) Notice 

 Mechanics' Lien and Notice to Owner 

 Release of Mechanics Lien 

 Stop Notice 

 Release of Stop Notice  

 Notice of Completion 
 
Please note that these forms may not be suitable 
for all situations. You are advised to consult an 
attorney or do additional research before relying 
on them. 

In Sacramento, the County  
Clerk/Recorder is located at:   

600 8th Street, Sacramento, CA 95814  
(916) 874-6334 

www.ccr.saccounty.net 

What Forms Do I Need? 
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